go                 Chancellor of the German Reich
of Dr. Briining, the Reichschancellor, and engineered the
destruction of the Weimar Republic.
Werner Schotte remarks of Papen : * Papen was one of
the earliest and most active members of the Herrenklub,
and as a conservative he felt himself bound up with the
symbol of the c Ring'. In the c Ring ', as also in addresses
which he delivered at the Herrenklub, he has outlined his
policy.'
As already mentioned, the Herrenklub had its finger in
various putschen and coups de main while it was still called the
* Juniklub 1919'. The founder of the club himself describes
its functions and aims thus : c The Herrenklub gathered its
members together with the intention of making the con-
servative connections among them effective in the political
field. It claims to be representative of a conservative upper class in
Germany. With the utmost scrupulousness it avoids taking
up a * collective * attitude in the political field. The
Herrenklub is political but it has no political axe to grind.
Its presence is due to politics, but it does not function
politically. It addresses itself to the political responsibility
of its members, but the action arising out of this responsibility
is their affair.
* Thus the Herrenklub united members of widely differing
party complexion. It pays no heed to differences of faith.
It expects nothing more from its members than the
Christian conservative principles of a man who feels himself
responsible to God for his nation.'
It is obvious even from these few sentences that, not only
was the language of the * Ring9 extraordinarily exalted, but
also that an attempt was made to give to an assembly which
was concerned with higher politics the appearance of being
politically irresponsible and devoted to intangible and
nebulous aims.
Elsewhere, however, the objects are expressed somewhat
more clearly. Thus : * The idea of an assembly, (in club form)
of the responsible upper class has been present for years in the
mind of the co-founders, Werner Schotte and Herr von der
Gleichen, who have been associated politically since 1921.*